HORSES.                       83

ready, he again called upon his nobles to mount. Not
one of them showed signs of obedience, and the Greek,
resolved to show his scorn for these great officials of
state, who remained idle at his call, conferred upon his
horses the high-sounding titles, of which the boyards
were unworthy. " Degenerate descendants of Mirts-
chea, Vlad, and Michael the Brave," he cried, u I banish
you from my presence; henceforth my horses shall
hold your offices and enjoy your honours." Some of
the nobles were so moved by his reproaches that they
mounted and followed him, while the rest slunk away
and sought an ignominious exile. But Mavrogheni's
efforts were futile. The Russians entered the princi-
palities and took up their quarters at the two capitals,
and the Greek governor, who had served the Sultan
with such rare fidelity, was rewarded by -his ungrateful
master with degradation and death. His head was
cut off, as if he had been a traitor, and his successors
were thus effectually discouraged from following his
example. But the death of Joseph II. and the out-
break of the French Revolution diverted the attention
of Austrian statesmen from the East Austria made
peace with Turkey, and in 1792 Russia concluded the
treaty of Jassy with the Porte, by which the former
treaty of Ka'inardji was confirmed. The principalities
remained in the hands of the Sultan, on condition that
the exactions of his Phanariote governors should be
checked, while Russia retained her right of interven-
tion. The position of Moldavia and Wallachia after
this war, from which so much had been expected by
the enemies of Turkey, was almost precisely the
same as it had been eighteen years earlier.